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Special Thanks 
This training program is based upon several sources of information and training materials 
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Fire Company (Station 7), and the State of New Jersey.  Old Village Fire Company recognizes 
and appreciates the contributions made by each of these sources to the development of this 
training program. 



Old Village Fire Company, MTFD  Driver / Operator Training Program 

 3 

PURPOSE 
 
Being the driver of an emergency vehicle places greater responsibility on the shoulders of an 
individual than those of driving a personal vehicle.  Vehicle size and handling, configuration, 
and special conditions under which the vehicle is operated must be considered by a driver/ 
operator.  The purpose of this program is to enable and assist members of the Company 
interested in becoming qualified as Drivers to acquire the general knowledge and skills necessary 
to drive and operate the Company’s fire apparatus safely and effectively. 
 
The program will focus on three main areas: 1) Apparatus readiness; 2) Driving; and 3) 
Operations.  The guidelines of the program have been developed to address the pertinent 
components found in NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety and Health 
Program, and NFPA 1002, Standard on fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Professional 
Qualifications. 
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GENERAL DRIVERS / OPERATORS POLICY 
 
General        CEG-1 
 
1.1 The driver of an apparatus is responsible for placing the apparatus back in service after 

each use.  The driver/operator must check to see that all equipment has been returned to 
its proper place, water cans are full and the apparatus is operable. 

 
1.2 Although the responsibility of cleaning the apparatus belongs to the Engineers, drivers 

should never put a dirty apparatus in the building.  All mud etc. must be washed off the 
apparatus. 

 
1.3 A board will be maintained in the Engine Room containing the names of all drivers and 

the apparatus they are qualified on. 
 
1.4 An unqualified member should never start, drive, operate or sit in the driver’s seat of any 

apparatus unless he/she is in the presence of a Firematic Officer and has his/her express 
consent to do so.  

 
1.5 Any time a piece of apparatus leaves the building, the destination should be written on 

the chalkboard with the driver’s initials or active number. 
 

Alcohol &  C.D.S.       CEG-2 
 
2.1 No member of Old Village Fire Company will operate any apparatus under the influence 

of alcohol or a C.D.S. 
 

Engineers Checks       CEG-3 
 
3.1 Each Engineer will be assigned an apparatus.  That Engineer will be responsible for 

completing a checklist by the 28th of every month. After completing the checklist, it will 
be signed and submitted to the Chief Engineer, and then submitted to the Captain for final 
approval. The Chief Engineer must keep all completed checklists on file.    

 
3.2 Engineers will be responsible for keeping their assigned apparatus clean, fueled and in 

working condition.   
 
3.3 Engineers will be responsible for all of the equipment on their assigned apparatus.  The 

Chief Engineer must be made aware of any inoperable equipment.  The Chief Engineer 
will contact the proper persons to repair any broken equipment. 

 
3.4 The Chief Engineer, with the Captain’s approval, is responsible for scheduling all 

preventative maintenance, Engineer Drills and work drills as needed. 
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Driver  Log/Reports      CEG-4 
 
4.1 Driver log/reports must be completed every time an apparatus leaves the building, for any 

reason.  A binder will be maintained on each piece of apparatus that contains the Log. 
 
 
Motor  Vehicle Accidents     CEG-5 
 
5.1 The driver of an apparatus involved in a Motor Vehicle Accident  must complete the 

following steps: 
 

�  Report the accident to the appropriate Police agency 
�  Have a Police Officer complete an NJTR-1 M.V. accident report 
�  Notify the Captain and Chief Engineer immediately 
�  Evaluate the apparatus’  ability to perform at a Fire 
�  Report his/her findings to the Chief Engineer 
�  Ensure that every function of the apparatus works properly 
�  Retrieve the MVA report from Police HDQS and deliver a copy to the Captain and 

Chief Engineer 
 
5.2 The Chief Engineer will be responsible for informing the Captain if a piece of apparatus 

should be taken out of service.  Placing apparatus out of service will be the Captains 
responsibility. 

 
5.3 Anyone involved in a M.V. Accident with any apparatus of the Company will be 

evaluated by the Engineers to determine his/her ability to continue as a driver.  The Chief 
Engineer, with the permission of the Captain, may take appropriate action against any 
driver who is found to be at fault. 

 
5.4 The Chief Engineer reserves the right to recommend that a driver/operator have his/her 

driver status revoked.  It shall be the Captain’s responsibility to revoke a driver/operators 
driver status. 

 
 
Qualifying       CEG-6 
 
6.1 The DRIVER/OPERATOR TRAINING PROGRAM will be used as a general reference 

guide for training all driver/operators on all apparatus of the Company. 

Eligibility 
6.2 Licensing 

All drivers are required to possess a valid New Jersey drivers license.  While the State of 
New Jersey and Old Village Fire Company does not require the driver of an emergency 
services vehicle to possess a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL), all drivers are 
encouraged to pursue outside training and the acquisition of a CDL with airbrake 
certification on their own. 
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6.3 Physical Fitness  
 Drivers must meet the following physical fitness/abilities requirements: 

�  No impairment of the use of foot, leg, arm, or fingertips, or any other structural defect 
or limitation likely to interfere with safe driving; 

�  Not have diabetes mellitus to a degree presently requiring the use of insulin for 
control; 

�  No heart condition likely to cause loss of consciousness or sudden death; 
�  No respiratory ailment likely to interfere with safe driving; 
�  No arthritic, rheumatic, muscular or vascular condition which interferes with the 

ability to drive safely; 
�  Not have epilepsy or any other condition likely to cause sudden loss of consciousness 

or loss of ability to control a vehicle; 
�  No mental, nervous, organic, or functional disease, or any psychiatric condition likely 

to interfere with safe driving; 
�  Meet the following minimum vision requirements: At least 20/40 (Snellen) in each 

eye and in both together, with or without glasses; at least 70 degrees side vision in 
each eye; the ability to distinguish red, green, and yellow (or amber); 

�  Meet hearing requirements by perceiving a forced whisper at five feet with the better 
ear, or meet specified requirements as measured by a testing device, with or without a 
hearing aid; 

�  Evaluate medication (if taken) to determine if any chemical impairment would result 
and interfere with their ability to operate an emergency vehicle; and, 

�  Not be diagnosed as an alcoholic  
All members must provide proof of medical clearance prior to initiating driver/ operator 
training. 

 
6.4 Age 
 Must be 21 years of age before qualifying as a driver / operator 
 
6.5 Firefighter 1 Certified 

Must have successfully completed a New Jersey State approved Firefighter I training 
program and possess a minimum of three (3) years of post-Firefighter I experience. 

 
6.6 Member in Good Standing 

Individuals wishing to enter the Driver/Operator Training Program must have completed 
their probationary period within the Company as well as be a member in good standing.   

 
6.7 Additional Certifications / Qualifications 

�  Individuals must have successfully completed a New Jersey State approved CEVO 
course prior to driving the apparatus on a roadway with other vehicles. 

 
�  Individuals must successfully complete a Pump Operations class provided by the 

Middletown Township Fire Academy, Monmouth County Fire Academy, or other 
recognized and approved source prior to becoming qualified to operate the apparatus. 
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�  Individuals must pump at a minimum of one live burn drill prior to becoming 
qualified to operate the apparatus. 

 
�  Individuals must operate the apparatus at a Large Diameter Hose (LDH) drill during 

training, unless the scheduling of the Department’s LDH drill does not coincide with 
the training schedule. 

 
�  A members ability to operate their personal vehicle safely will be considered when 

they request training on any apparatus. 
 
Training 
6.8 In order to receive the broadest scope of knowledge of the apparatus, trainees should 

perform every task with each of the Engineers.  When available, a Lieutenant may also be 
used in training of drivers. 

 
6.9 All trainees will be required to drive the apparatus a minimum of 10 hours during 

daylight hours and 10 hours during nighttime hours (i.e., in the dark) for a total of 20 
hours of road time. 

 
6.10 Each trainee will be subjected to several tests of his/her knowledge and abilities under 

fire like conditions.  (See section entitled “Qualification of Fire Apparatus Operator“ ) 
 
6.11 After receiving the approval of the Assistant Engineers, the trainee may request the Chief 

Engineer to test him/her for qualification.  The Chief Engineer may take the following 
action after testing the trainee: 

 
A. Send the trainee back to the Asst. Engineers for further training. 
B. Place the member on Probationary Driver status. 

 
6.12 Probationary Driver status will be defined as follows:  If the Chief Engineer feels the 

member has enough knowledge of the apparatus, and has demonstrated the ability to 
operate the apparatus safely and efficiently, the member will be placed on probationary 
driver status.  The probationary period will last three (3) months.   

 
6.13 Throughout a member’s probationary driver period, he/she will be subject to greater 

scrutiny for his/her actions as a driver/operator.  Engineers should, when they feel it is 
necessary, evaluate a probationary driver’s performance after a fire, on a one-to-one 
basis. 

 
6.14 Members will not begin training on any other apparatus until they have been taken off of 

probationary driver status. 
 
6.15 Under no circumstances will any trainee drive/operate an apparatus during an emergency 

response. 
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6.16 A trainee, with the permission of the OIC, may drive the apparatus back to the firehouse 
after an emergency response. 

 
6.17 A trainee will be expected to complete his or her training, including qualification, within 

six (6) months of starting.  If the trainee is unable to complete the training and 
successfully qualify as a driver/ operator on a particular piece of apparatus, the individual 
will be required to begin the training cycle from the beginning, meeting all components 
of the cycle. 

 
 
Annual Re-qualification     CEG-7 
 
7.1 All drivers will satisfactorily demonstrate their mastery of the apparatus on an annual 

basis 
 
 
Driving        CEG-8  
 
8.1 During an emergency response, all drivers will operate the apparatus in a safe manner 
 
8.2 During an emergency response, all drivers will keep two hands on the wheel, with the 

exception of activating a siren, or using the radio 
 
8.3 During an emergency response the FM/AM radio will be turned off 
 
8.4 During an emergency response, drivers will obey all traffic control devices prior to 

continuing through an intersection 
 
8.5 At no time shall smoking be permitted on the apparatus 
 
 
Cellular  Phones       CEG-9 
 
9.1 Drivers shall not use cellular phones while operating an apparatus of the Company 
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DRIVING AND OPERATION OF ENGINES 
 
ENGINE 211 
 
Description 
·  Class A Pumper  
·  Manufactured by Saulsbury Spartan.  
·  The pump is a Hale 
·  Height: 9’3”  or 111”  
·  Weight: approximately 40,000 lbs. 

(20 tons)  
·  Rear axle rating: 22,500 lbs. 
·  Front axles rating: 18,500 lbs. 
·  Water tank capacity of 750 gallons 
·  Capable of pumping over 2,000 

gallons per minute 
·  Has a check valve 
·  Has an exhaust (jake) brake 
 
 
Equipment Inventory 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Officer  Side / Tool Compartment 
Item Quantity 
Brooms 2 
Shovels – Long Handle 2 
Shovels – Short Handle 2 
Water Cans 2 
Dry Chemical Extinguisher 1 
CO2 Extinguisher 1 
Sheet Rock Hook – Short Handle 2 
Pick Axe 1 
Bolt Cutter - Large 1 
Bolt Cutter - Small 1 
Sets of Irons 3 
Sledge Hammer 1 
Closet Hook 2 
Adjustable Hook 1 
Little Giant 1 
Rabbit Tool 1 
K-Tool 1 
R-Tool 1 
Adjustable Ladder 1 
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Officer  Side / Middle Compar tment 
Item Quantity 
K950 Partner Saw 1 
Chain Saw 1 
Accessory Box 

Bar Oil 
Air Filter 
Engine Oil (small bottles) 
Gas Can for Pre-Mix 
Spare Chain Saw Blade 
Protective Chaps 
K Saw Tool Kit 

1 

Gas Can 1 
K950 Blades – Wood and Metal  
High Rise Bag 

1-3/4”  Adaptor 
3”  Pony Length 
Gated Wye Valve 
Small Spanner Wrenches (2) 

1 

1-3/4”  Hose with Smooth Bore Nozzle 100’  
1-3/4”  Hose 100’  
Large Area Search Rope Bag 1 
Utility Rope Bag 1 

Officer  Side / Rear  Compar tment 
Item Quantity 
Electric Ram Fan 1 
Electric Window Fan with Support Bar 1 
Gas Powered Fan with Exhaust Tube 1 
Cord Reel – Plugged In 1 
Cord Reel 1 
Portable Lights 2 
Plug/Adaptor Boxes 2 
Adaptor Cords Assorted 

Back Compar tment 
Item Quantity 
Hydrant Assist Valve 1 
Manifold: 5”  Intake �  5 Discharges 1 
Manifold: 3 Intakes �  1 5”  Discharge 1 
Hydrant Box 
 Hydrant Wrench 
 Assorted Spanner Wrenches 
 Holmdel Adaptor 
 Assorted Adaptors 

1 

Reducer: 5”  �  3”  1 
Holmatro Rescue Tool 

Hydraulic Pump & Controls  
150’  Hose Reel 
Combi-tool 
Ram 
Ram Support 

1 

Halligan Tool 1 
GlasMaster with Window Punch 1 
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Back Ladder Compartment 
Item Quantity 
Hard Suction Hose 2 
Attic Ladder – 8’  1 
Hook – 6’  2 
Hook – 8’  2 
Hook – 10’  1 
Hook –12’  1 
Sheet Rock Hook – 6’  1 
Roof Ladder – 12’  1 
Extension Ladder – 24’  1 

Driver ’s Side / Engineer ’s Compartment 
Item Quantity 
Hand Lights 2 
Tool Box with Assorted Tools 1 
Ratchet Set  1 
Reciprocating Saw with Extra Blades 1 
Pro Pak 1 
MX Foam Jet 1 
Akron Brass Handline Nozzle 1 
Lubricant Sprays Assorted 
Hydrant Wrench 1 
Spanner Wrench – Large Assorted 
Spanner Wrench - Small Assorted 
Air Hose 1 
Bicycle Fill Air Nozzle Adaptor  1 
Duct Tape 1 
Caution Tape 1 
TFT Automatic Nozzle: 1-3/4”  70-200 GPM 1 
TFT Automatic Nozzle: 1-3/4”  10-125 GPM 1 
TFT Automatic Nozzle: 2-1/2”  50-350 GPM 1 
Straight Bore Nozzle: 2-1/2” , 1-1/8”  Tip 1 
Mallets 2 
2-1/2”  Fog Nozzle 1 
Gated Wye: 2-1/2” � 1-3/4”  1 
Intercom headset Extension Cord 1 
Fire Stream Calculator Card 1 
Storz Adaptor: 4 x 5 1 
Reducer: 1-1/2 x 1 1 
Reducer: 3 x 2-1/2 1 
Male/Male Adaptor: 1-1/2 x 1-1/2 2 
Female/Female Adaptor: 1-1/2 x 1-1/2 2 
Male/Male Adaptor: 2-1/2 x 2-1/2 2 
Female/Female Adaptor: 2-1/2 x 2-1/2 2 
Reducer: 2-1/2 x 1-3/4 1 
Reducer: 2-1/2 x 1 1 
Reducer: 3 x 2-1/2 1 
Reducer: 4 x 3 1 
Generator Grounding Rod and Wire Reel 1 
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Dr iver ’s Side / Middle Compartment 
Item Quantity 
SCBA Paks with Bottles 5 
SCBA Bottles - Spares 2 
Face Pieces – Assorted Sizes 4 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Exter ior   

Front Bumper (Trash L ine)  
1-3/4”  Hose 200’  
Automatic Nozzle 1 
Gated Wye: 1-3/4”  1 
  
Hose Bed  
1-3/4”  Hose Preconnect - Upper 200© 
 Automatic Nozzle 1 
1-3/4”  Hose Preconnect - Lower 200’  
 Automatic Nozzle 1 
5”  Large Diameter Hose 1,600’  
3”  Supply Hose  
 Gated Hydrant Valve 2 
2-1/2”  Hose Preconnect  
 Smooth Bore Nozzle 1 
Portable Master Stream Device 1 
Foam Container – 5 Gallons 4 

Driver ’s Side / Rear  Compar tment 
Item Quantity 
RIT Bag 1 
Foam Eductor 1 
Hand Lights 2 
Porta-Power with Hydraulic Oil 1 
Plug Kit 1 
Tarps 3 
Flares - 
Safety Glasses - 
Plastic Sheeting - 
Step Chock Kit 1 
Wooden Chocks/ Cribbing 1 
Cut Hose Pieces – Assorted Sizes 4 
Hard Suction Strainer 1 
Hose Roller 1 
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Speedy Dry – 5 Gallons  2 
Traffic Cone 2 
  
Driver ’s Side  
5”  Pony Length 1 
3”  Pony Length 1 
Tripod Light 1 
  
Officer ’s Side  
5”  Pony Length 1 
Tripod Light 1 
  
Transverse Compar tment  
1-3/4 Hose Line 100’  
 Automatic Nozzle 1 
1-3/4 Hose Line 100’  
2-1/2”  Hose Line Length 50’  
PAS Tag Cone 1 
 
 
 
Inter ior   

Crew Cab  
HT1000 4 
 Extra Batteries 2 
Gang Charger 1 
Four Gas Meter 1 
Combustible Gas Meter 1 
CO Meter 1 
Hotspotter 1 
SCBA Paks 4 
Hand Lights 4 
Latex Gloves 1 
  
Driver /Officer   
AED with Pediatric Pads – located under driver’s seat 1 
Thermal Imaging Camera 1 
Officer Tool 1 
PR860 Portable Radio 2 
Hand Light 1 
Binoculars 1 
SCBA Pak 1 
Spot Light 1 
Driver’s Log 1 
Maps / Street Directories Assorted 
Reference Materials Assorted 
Violation Book 1 
Diesel Tank Access Key 1 
Cab Lift Controls 1 
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ENGINE 210 
 
Description 
·  Class A Pumper  
·  Manufactured by Pemfab / S&S.  
·  The pump is a Hale. 
·  Height: 10’  2”  or 124”  
·  Weight: approximately 40,000 lbs. (20 tons)  
·  Rear axle rating: 22,500 lbs. 
·  Front axles rating: 18,500 lbs. 
·  Water tank capacity of 750 gallons 
·  Capable of pumping over 2,000 gallons per minute 
 
(NOTE: Inventory to be inser ted following reorganization of compartments) 
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General Readiness 
Prior to operating fire department vehicles, the fire apparatus driver/operator shall meet the job 
performance requirements defined as follows: 
 
Perform routine tests, inspections, and servicing functions on the systems and components 
specified in the following list, given a fire department vehicle and its manufacturer’s 
specifications, so that the operational status of the vehicle is verified:  

 (1) Battery(ies)  
 (2) Braking system  
 (3) Coolant system  
 (4) Electrical system  
 (5) Fuel  
 (6) Hydraulic fluids  
 (7) Oil  
 (8) Tires  
 (9) Steering system  
 (10) Belts  
 (11) Tools, appliances, and equipment  

 
 



Old Village Fire Company, MTFD  Driver / Operator Training Program 

 16 

Driving1 
A General Overview 
In general operating a fire service apparatus is much different than operating a personal vehicle. 
Fire service apparatus is usually much larger in total size and weight than that of a Personally 
Owned Vehicle (POV).  These factors and the necessity to respond under emergency conditions 
make operating an emergency vehicle difficult at best. Greater care and better judgment is 
necessary at all times when operating an emergency vehicle. Remember as a dr iver /operator  
you are responsible for  getting everyone on the apparatus to the scene safely. 
 
Facts, Statistics and Suggestions 
 

·  Drivers/operators should maintain a cushion of safety around the apparatus at all 
times. 

 
·  90% of civilian drivers have never had an emergency vehicle (lights and sirens) 

behind them while driving. 
 

·  Breaking distance is greater  in apparatus than in P.O.V.’s. 
 

·  Following distance should increase from 2 sec. to 4 sec. when operating the apparatus 
at 40 M.P.H. in ideal driving conditions. Following distance increase with speed. 
Following distance is based on 1 second for every 10 feet of the apparatus. 

 
·  The average reaction time is considered to be ¾ of a second. 

 
·  Weather and fatigue can increase reaction time. Following distance should increase in 

severe weather. Dr iving while fatigued is unsafe and not recommended. 
Drivers/operators should be sure of themselves before attempting to operate the 
apparatus. 

 
·  The four  factors that make up total stopping distance are: 

1. Perception distance. Time it takes to notice a problem and correct it. 
2. Reaction distance. Time it takes to move foot from accelerator to brake. 
3. Brake Lag. Time it takes for break system to start working after they are 

engaged. 
4. Braking. Total time it takes to stop vehicle. 
 

·  Assuming average reaction time, traveling at 40 M.P.H. apparatus will travel 44 ft. 
before coming to a complete stop. 

 

                                                 
1 Note that this is not an official handout and reading this information does not cer tify the reader  with a CEVO cer tificate. This is only a 
guide for  Old Village Fire Company members who operate company vehicles. Individuals wishing to gain the full understanding of 
dr iving emergency apparatus as well as Company members seeking qualification in dr iving / operating company apparatus should 
attend an official CEVO class. 
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·  Drivers/operators should “cover the break”  pedal with their right foot when taking 
said foot off of the accelerator. 

 
·  Blind spots in mir rors are larger  on the apparatus. 
 
·  Drivers/operators can increase the visibility of vehicles in their blind spots by simply 

leaning forward to view the side view mirrors. 
 

·  Dr ivers/operators should check their  mir rors every 3-5 seconds. 
 

·  Drivers/operators should do what’s known as scanning when driving apparatus. 
Scanning is accomplished by looking further ahead in the path of travel for potential 
hazards. 

 
·  Drivers should scan 1-½ blocks (12 sec.) in city settings and a ¼ mile on open 

roadway/highway. 
 

·  Drivers/operators should use a spotter when backing the apparatus. Both the 
driver/operator and spotter should be familiar with basic use of hand signals. 

 
 
Emergency Response Dr iving: Use of L ights and Sirens 

 
Responding to an emergency can be dangerous. Following the material from the previous 
section should be applied at all times.  A driver’s/operator’s senses should be on an even higher 
level when responding to an emergency using light and sirens (“code 3” ). 
 
Utilize all of the visual and audible warning devices that the apparatus has available when 
responding code 3. 
  
All warning lights should be activated and left running during the entire run and while staged at 
the scene. The decision to turn warning lights off at the scene should be left to the OIC.  
 
Become familiar with the different types of warning lights on the apparatus and how they look in 
operation. 
 
Take extra care when responding dur ing day light hours. Warning lights are not as 
effective in daylight as they are in night. 
 
Extra care should be taken when using audible warning devices. Most of them are located in the 
front bumper of the apparatus and project their sound toward the front of the apparatus. Traffic 
and pedestrians that are not directly in front of the apparatus may not hear the audible warnings 
until the apparatus in within close proximity. 
 
The Q siren should be utilized in conjunction with electronic sirens. The Q siren is best utilized 
when the pitch of the siren is raised and lowered. 
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Air horns should be used with care. Air horns are supplied by the same air pressure system as the 
brakes. Extended blasting of the air horns can drain down system pressure and breaking can be 
affected. Air horns should be used in 2-3 second intervals. 
 
  
Audible warning devices should remain on in all traffic. 

 
When approaching intersections audible warning devices should be activated. Activate 
audible at a minimum of 100 yards from the intersection. When closing in on intersections 
frequent changes in pitch should be utilized. Most electronic sirens have a yelp or priority 
selection. These audible provide a rapid change in pitch and can give better warning to 
pedestrians and other vehicles on the road. Let them know you are coming. 

 
Dr iving through red lights should be done with care and precision. The apparatus should 
come to a full stop and make sure all traffic has come to a complete stop before proceeding. 
  
When crossing intersections dr ivers/operators should exercise taking one lane at a time. 

 
Example: Crossing a 2-lane highway both directions (Highway 35). 
 
1. The driver should come to a complete stop and scan the intersection.  
 
2. Then look left to the shoulder lane.  
 
3. Making sure traffic in this lane has come to a complete stop he/she should proceed to 
the shoulder.  
 
4. Now ready to proceed to the slow/right lane make sure all traffic has stopped and move 
into slow/right lane.  
 
5. Now ready to proceed to the fast/left lane make sure all traffic has stopped and move 
into fast/left lane.  
 
6. Now ready to proceed to the median repeat all of these steps in the opposite order, 
fast/left lane, slow/right lane and shoulder lane.  
 
7. The intersection has been crossed. 

  
To review crossing an intersection:         
 

1. Scan intersection 
2. Look left Shoulder lane                                                                                                                                                  
3. Right lane 
4. Left lane  
5. Median 
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6. Look right Left lane 
7. Right lane 
8. Shoulder lane 

 
 
Pumping Apparatus  
The requirements of Fire Fighter I as specified in NFPA 1001, and the job performance 
requirements defined in Sections 5.1 and 5.2 shall be met prior to certification as a fire 
department driver/operator pumper.  
 
Per form the routine tests, inspections, and servicing functions specified in the following list in 
addition to those indicated under the section entitled Driving and Operations of Engines, given a 
fire department pumper and its manufacturer’s specifications, so that the operational status of the 
pumper is verified:  

 (1) Water tank and other extinguishing agent levels (if applicable)  
 (2) Pumping systems  
 (3) Foam systems  

 
Produce effective hand or  master  streams, given the sources specified in the following list, so 
that the pump is engaged, all pressure control and vehicle safety devices are set, the rated flow of 
the nozzle is achieved and maintained, and the apparatus is continuously monitored for potential 
problems:  

 (1) Internal tank  
 (2) Pressurized source  
 (3) Static source  
 (4) Transfer from internal tank to external source  

 
Note: Pressurized sources include the following:  

(1) Connection to a hydrant  
(2) Supply line from another pumping source  
 

Pump a supply line of 2 inch or  larger , given a relay pumping evolution the length and size of 
the line and the desired flow and intake pressure, so that the correct pressure and flow are 
provided to the next pumper in the relay.  
 
Produce a foam fire stream, given foam-producing equipment, so that properly proportioned 
foam is provided.  
 
Supply water  to fire spr inkler  and standpipe systems, given specific system information and a 
fire department pumper, so that water is supplied to the system at the correct volume and 
pressure. 
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Pump Components 
 
Power Train 

·  Pump Shift - initiates transfers power from road transmission to pump transmission. 
 

·  Transfer  Case - location of gears to change engine power from road operations to pump 
operations. 

·  Pump Shaft - shaft on which pump impellers ride. 
 

Pump Housing 
·  Impeller (s) - number dependent on number of stages. 

 
·  Casing - houses impeller(s) and controls flow of water. 

 
·  Clearance Rings - seal between impeller(s) and casing. 

 
·  Packing - provides seal where shaft passes through casing. 

 
·  Transfer  Valve - changes flow of .water in casing on multi-stage pumps. 

 
Pump Panel Controls 

·  Valves 
1. Intake - controls incoming water flow 
2. Discharge - controls outgoing water flow 
3. Bleeder  - relieves pressure on intakes or discharges 
4. Drain - allows water to be drained from pump 
5. Tank to Pump - allows water to flow from booster tank to pump 
6. Tank Fill - allows booster tank to be filled through pump 

 
·  Pressure control 

1. Relief Valve - dumps excess pressure back into intake side of pump 
2. Pressure Governor  – controls pressure by reducing engine speed 
3. Intake Relief - dumps excess on intake side of pump to ground 

 
·  Gauges 

1. Intake - registers intake pressure from pressurized sources 
2. Discharge - registers discharge pressure on lines charged 

�  Master (Compound) - registers highest discharge pressure 
�  Individual – registers discharge pressure for individual lines 

3. Tachometer  - registers engine speed 
4. Oil Pressure - registers engine oil pressure 
5. Water  Level - registers water level in booster tank 
6. Temperature - registers engine temperature 
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�  Other 
1. Pr imer - creates vacuum in casing for drafting operations 
2. Engine (Auxiliary) Cooler  – circulates water between pump and radiator 
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DRIVING AND OPERATIONS OF SUPPORT UNIT 
 

 
 
While Support Unit 213 is not an engine, it serves a 
role in the operations of the Company and during 
emergency incidents.  Although more similar to the 
driving of a personal vehicle, especially a van or pick-
up truck, SU213 is to be dr iven under  the same 
diligence as E211 and E210 dur ing both emergent 
and non-emergent situations. 
 
SU213 provides transportation of company members to 
incidents as well as serves as a limited rehabilitation 

unit for emergency service responders at the incident.  Prior to going into service, the driver of 
SU213 is to ensure that all provisions and equipment appropriate to the incident type, season, 
and weather condition are on the support unit.  This includes the boxes of snacks and coolers of 
ice that are regularly kept in the Station’s kitchen. 
 
As SU213 lacks its own power source for the operation as a rehabilitation unit and will not 
always be able to obtain power from another piece of equipment at an incident, one of the 
portable generators is to be loaded into the rear of the Support Unit prior to going into service 
whenever possible (depending upon available manpower).  However, the generator is NOT to be 
keep stored in the Support Unit and must be unloaded each time the unit returns out of service to 
the Station. 
 
Care must be taken to ensure that anything loaded into the rear of the Support Unit is 
appropriately secured to prevent it from shifting during responses.  Failure to do so could result 
in damage to the Support Unit, the loaded items, and crew. 
 
The keys to the Support Unit are to be left in the ignition at all times to ensure appropriate 
readiness of the unit.



Old Village Fire Company, MTFD  Driver / Operator Training Program 

 23 

QUALIFICATION OF FIRE APPARATUS OPERATOR 
 
 
DRIVER/OPERATOR NAME:          
 
DATE OF QUALIFICATION:       
 
EVALUATORS NAMES/RANKS: 1)          

     2)         

     3)         

 
APPARATUS #:            
 
TYPE OF APPARATUS (circle one):  Engine   Support Unit 
 
MEDICALLY FIT TO OPERATE APPARATUS: _____ YES _____ NO  
 
OPERATED APPARATUS AT LIVE BURN DRILL: _____ YES _____ NO (Engines Only) 
 
OPERATED APPARATUS AS PART OF LDH PIPELINE: _____ YES _____ NO 
 
APPROVED FOR OPERATING: _____ YES _____ NO  
 
COMMENTS: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
DRIVER/OPERATOR SIGNATURE:         
 
DATE:      
 
EVALUATOR SIGNATURES/DATES: 

 1)          DATE:   

 2)           DATE:  

 3)           DATE:  
NOTE: Copies of all signed passing and failing Qualifications will be provided to the Driver Trainee as well as placed within the 
Member’s personnel folder.
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INSPECTION AND DOCUMENTATION  
The candidate will complete a fire apparatus inspection given a Company pumper and 
an inspection form so that the operational status of the vehicle is verified, noting any 
deficiencies or corrective actions required to be taken.  
 
Battery(ies)- Water levels if appropriate and tight connections ......... ______ Pass/Fail  
Braking system- Pedal pressure, hydraulic leaks, air pressure ......... ______ Pass/Fail  
Coolant system- Fluid levels and leaks ............................................. ______ Pass/Fail  
Electrical system- lighting both normal and emergency .................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Fuel- Levels....................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
Hydraulic fluids-Levels and leaks ...................................................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Lubrication- ...................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Oil- Levels and leaks......................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Tires- Tread wear and air pressure ................................................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Steering system ................................................................................ ______ Pass/Fail 
Belts- Worn spots and appropriate tightness..................................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Tools-equipment checklist ................................................................ ______ Pass/Fail  
Uses a vehicle maintenance and inspection forms ........................... ______ Pass/Fail  
Documents proper operation............................................................. ______ Pass/Fail 
Documents and reports deficiencies ................................................. ______ Pass/Fail 
 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 

 
OR  

 
The candidate, given a Company pumper, will perform routine tests and inspections, so 
that the operational status of the pumper is verified. 
  
Determines appropriate water tank level ........................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
Determines appropriate foam tank level ........................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
Pump shift operation ......................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
Checks and verifies tank level gauge................................................ ______ Pass/Fail 
Operates Intake valves...................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
Operates discharge valves................................................................ ______ Pass/Fail 
Checks and verifies pressure gauges ............................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
Checks and verifies vacuum gauges................................................. ______ Pass/Fail 
Checks and verifies pump tachometer .............................................. ______ Pass/Fail 
 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
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OPERATE OTHER EQUIPMENT 
 
The candidate will operate all fixed systems and equipment on the vehicle not 
specifically addressed elsewhere in this standard, given systems and equipment, 
manufacturer’s specifications and instructions, and company and departmental policies 
and procedures for the equipment, so that each system or piece is operated in 
accordance with the applicable instructions and policies.  
 
Properly identify the location for all equipment/tools ......................... ______ Pass/Fail 
 
Properly operate audible vehicle-warning system ............................. ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: In accord with manufacturer’s recommendation and Department procedure)  
 
Properly operate visual vehicle-warning system ............................... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: In accord with manufacturer’s recommendation and Department procedure) 
 
Properly operate vehicle communications systems........................... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: In accord with manufacturer’s recommendation and Department procedure) 
 
Properly operate generator/electrical system.................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: In accord with manufacturer’s recommendation and Department procedure) 
 
Properly set up and operate vehicle scene lighting systems............. ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: In accord with manufacturer’s recommendation and Department procedure) 
 
Properly set up and operate hydraulic tool (Holmatro) system.......... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: In accord with manufacturer’s recommendation and Department procedure) 

 
 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
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OBSTACLE DRIVING  
 
The driver will, given a Company pumper, perform three of the following maneuvers in a 
safe manner and in compliance with all state and local laws: 
  

1) Back a vehicle from a roadway into restricted places on both the right and left 
sides of the vehicle, given a spotter and restricted spaces 12 ft. in width, 
requiring 90-degree right-hand and left-hand turns from the roadway, so that the 
vehicle is parked within the restricted areas without having to stop and pull 
forward and without striking obstacles; 
 

2) Maneuver a vehicle around obstructions on a roadway while moving forward and 
in reverse, given a spotter for backing and a roadway with obstructions, so that 
the vehicle is maneuvered through the obstructions without stopping to change 
the direction of traffic and without striking the obstruction; 
  

3) Turn a vehicle 180 degrees within a confined space, given a spotter for backing, 
and an area in which the vehicle cannot perform a u turn without stopping and 
backing up, so that the vehicle is turned 180 degrees without striking obstructions 
within the given space; 
 

4) Maneuver a vehicle in areas with restricted horizontal and vehicle clearances, 
given a course with areas of restricted horizontal and vertical clearances, so that 
the operator accurately judges the ability of the vehicle to pass through the 
openings and so that no obstructions are struck; and, 
 

5) Operate a Company pumper using defensive driving techniques, so that control 
of the vehicle is maintained.  

 
Restricted Spaces  
Back the vehicle into an alley dock from the left ............................... ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Traffic Observation, Roadway Observation, Signaling, Observation of Spotter,  
Mirror Usage, No stopping until maneuver is complete, Does not strike course boundaries)  
 
Back the vehicle into an alley dock from the right ............................ ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Traffic Observation, Roadway Observation, Signaling, Observation of Spotter,  
Mirror Usage, No stopping until maneuver is complete, Does not strike course boundaries) 
 
Restricted Clearances  
Maneuver the vehicle through a serpentine forward and reverse...... ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Does not hit course boundaries, Appropriate speed, Spotter Observation, Mirror Usage) 

  
Turning in a Confined Space  
Perform an unrestricted area U-turn ................................................. ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Does not hit course boundaries, Stopping, Spotter Observation, Acceleration) 

  
Diminishing Clearances  
Drive the vehicle through a diminishing clearance obstacle ............. ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Appropriate speed, does not strike boundaries)  
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Drive the vehicle through an offset lane change obstacle ................ ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Appropriate speed, does not strike boundaries) 

 
Emergency Driving  
Drive the vehicle safely under simulated emergency conditions ....... ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Appropriate speed, Right of way, audible and visual signals activated)  

 
Drive the vehicle safely through controlled intersection..................... ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Appropriate speed, Right of way, audible and visual signals activated)  

 
 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
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ROAD / HIGHWAY DRIVING  
 
The candidate will, given a Company pumper and a predetermined route that 
incorporates the stated maneuvers, so that the vehicle is safely operated in compliance 
with all applicable laws and company and fire department procedures.  
 
Make 4 Left and 4 Right turns, ......................................................... ______ Pass/Fail  
(Criteria: Signaling, Mirror Check, Traffic Observation, Speed)  

 
Drive the vehicle on a 1-mile straightaway ..........................................................______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Traffic Observation, Intersection Observation)  

 
Drive through an intersection ............................................................ ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Traffic Observation)  

 
Stop at two intersections with protected by stop signs and or lights.. ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Braking, Complete Stop, Traffic Observation, Right of Way)  

 
Stop at a railroad crossing................................................................. ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Traffic Observation, Right of Way)  

 
Maneuver the vehicle around 1 curve (left or right) ........................... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Traffic Observation, Acceleration out of curve)  

 
Drive on a limited access on and off ramp ........................................ ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Signaling, Traffic Observation)  

 
Drive on a limited access road with 2 lane changes.......................... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Speed, Lane Change, Signaling, Traffic Observation)  

 
Drive the vehicle up and down a steep grade ................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Braking, Down and Up Shifting, Speed, Traffic Observation)  

 
Drive the vehicle under a height-restricted overpass ........................ ______ Pass/Fail 
(Criteria: Awareness of Vehicle Height)  

 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
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Pump Operations 
 
The candidate given a static water supply and a Company pumper, will position it and 
operate off of its internal tank, given a length of intake hose, and appropriate fittings or 
tools, so that the pump is safely engaged, all pressure control and vehicle safety 
devices are set, the rated flow of the nozzle is achieved and maintained, and the 
apparatus is continually monitored for problems. The candidate will demonstrate this 
competency by providing proper flow through one of the following devices:  

1) handline water stream,  
2) master stream solid bore,  
3) master stream fog nozzle.  

 
The candidate will then be directed to perform one of the following: 
  
1) Pump a supply line of 2.5 inch or larger, given a relay pumping evolution the length of 
the size of the line and the desired flow and intake pressure, so that the proper pressure 
and flow are provided to the next pumper in the relay, 

or  
2) Produce a foam fire stream, given foam-producing equipment, so that properly 
proportioned foam is provided, 

or  
3) Supply water to fire sprinkler or standpipe system, given specific system information, 
so that water is supplied to the system at the proper volume and pressure.  
 
Operational Skills ............................................................................. Pass/Fail  
Positions apparatus properly............................................................. _______  
Sets Parking Brake............................................................................ _______  
Chocks Wheels ................................................................................. _______  
Connects hose to proper outlets ....................................................... _______  
Operates power transfer from vehicle engine to pump...................... _______  
Operates Pumper pressure control systems to charge line slowly .... _______  
Operates Pumper volume/pressure control system .......................... _______  
Operates auxiliary cooling system..................................................... _______  
 
Switches over to external water source............................................. Pass/Fail  
Switches from internal to external supply .......................................... _______  
Does not interfere with water flow to hand or master stream device . _______  
 
Flows water through.......................................................................... Pass/Fail  
Handline water stream ...................................................................... _______  
Master stream solid bore................................................................... _______  
Master stream fog nozzle .................................................................. _______  
 
Relay Pumping.................................................................................. Pass/Fail  
Proper pressure to next Pumper in relay........................................... _______  
Proper flow to next Pumper in relay .................................................. _______  
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Foam Fire Stream ............................................................................. Pass/Fail  
Properly puts foam system into service............................................. _______  
Selects appropriate type of foam....................................................... _______  
Adjust percentage of foam according to manufacturer’s specification_______  
Produces a properly proportioned foam fire stream .......................... _______  
Shut downs and flushes system properly .......................................... _______  
 
Supplies water to sprinkler/standpipe system ................................... Pass/Fail  
Properly positions apparatus............................................................. _______  
Selects proper hose size (2 ½ inch or larger).................................... _______  
Properly connects hose from pumper to system ............................... _______  
Proper pressure (Maintain 150 PSI).................................................. _______  
 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
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Live Burn Drill 
 
The candidate will drive, position, and operate a fire company pumper during a live burn 
drill under the supervision of a qualified driver at the Middletown Township Fire 
Academy or other approved live burn training venue.  The candidate will operate the 
apparatus and provide appropriate fire ground support with the same manner as if 
responding to an actual incident. 
 
Location of Live Burn Drill: __________________________ 
 
Date of Drill: _____________________________________ 
 
Training Officer / Instructor Supervising the Drill: ________________________ 
 
 
Drive the apparatus to the fire ground............................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
 
Position the apparatus to ensure appropriate 
operations and protection of the apparatus and operator.................. ______ Pass/Fail 
 
Operate the apparatus to ensure appropriate water supply 
to hose crews as well as other apparatus if applicable...................... ______ Pass/Fail 
 
Ensure the apparatus is returned to an appropriate 
state of readiness.............................................................................. ______ Pass/Fail 
 
TOTAL............................................................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
 
 
 
Large Diameter Hose Drill 
 
The candidate will participate in a Middletown Township Fire Department Large 
Diameter Hose (LDH) drill, following the procedures as outlined in the Department’s 
guidelines. 
 
Date of LDH Drill: _____________________________ 
 
Location of Drill: ______________________________ 
 
OIC of the Apparatus: __________________________ 
 
Properly operate the apparatus in the successful relay of 
water as part of a LDH pipeline ......................................................... ______ Pass/Fail 
 
 


